
EVERY
CHILD
COMES
FIRST

For seven decades, protecting the rights of 
every child has been at the heart of UNICEF’s 
work in Indonesia. As a trusted partner of 
government, civil society and the private sector, 
UNICEF is committed to doing whatever it 
takes to help children survive, thrive and fulfil 
their potential – starting where a child’s lifecycle 
begins in pregnancy, all the way to adulthood. 

On the ground in the communities or within 
the corridors of ministries, UNICEF’s work in 
Indonesia encompasses research, policy and 
programme advice as well as practical support 
to equitable planning, financing and delivery 
of essential services for Indonesia’s 80 million 
children, focussing on the most vulnerable.

In practical terms, equity in action means 
that quality newborn care in rural Papua is as 
accessible – and of the same standard – as in 
the capital Jakarta, or that young children can 
access safe, quality early learning centres in 
Kupang just as they can in Yogyakarta.

By overcoming challenges and exploring 
solutions with a wide range of partners – 
including children and young people themselves 
– UNICEF is committed to reaching children 
who are most at risk and most in need.

In addition to UNICEF’s headquarters in Jakarta, 
our seven field locations in East Java, Aceh, 
East Nusa Tenggara, Maluku, South Sulawesi, 
Papua and West Papua fulfil a key role in 
addressing location-specific issues and service 
gaps in areas with the greatest disparities. 

INDONESIA



Child mortality has steadily declined in Indonesia 
over the past two decades. These gains can be 
credited to improvements in the coverage of basic 
health services and immunization programmes, 
community-based treatment of infections and 
water, sanitation and hygiene.

However, about one in 30 children dies before 
reaching five years of age, with figures as high as 
one in 10 in some districts of eastern Indonesia. 
Neonatal mortality – surviving the first 28 days 
of life – remains high, with nearly 80 per cent 
of child deaths recorded in the first week of life, 
which points to serious quality of care challenges 
in healthcare facilities. Pneumonia and diarrhea 
remain the leading killers in early childhood.

Strengthening health systems is critical to the 
delivery of quality, affordable primary health care 
and to the achievement of universal health coverage 
in Indonesia. To this end, UNICEF collaborates with 
health authorities on a wide range of policy, fiscal 
and regulatory issues to improve access to, and the 
quality of, health-care services for all children. 

UNICEF works to end preventable maternal, 
newborn and child deaths by scaling up essential 
quality services, strengthening immunization 
programmes and supporting preventive, promotive 
and curative services for communicable diseases 
such as pneumonia, diarrhoea, malaria and HIV.

As important to UNICEF is helping adolescents to 
build a solid foundation for adulthood, by supporting 
national health plans on adolescent health and well-
being, promoting health services and information 
on the prevention of non-communicable diseases, 
including mental health, and providing platforms for 
adolescents to make their voices heard and take 
action on issues that affect them. 

P R I O R I T I E S  F O R  C H I L D R E N

Every chance to  
survive and thrive

As Indonesia continues to rapidly urbanize, disparities 
in access to water, sanitation and hygiene become 
increasingly apparent, with rural communities and poorer 
households bearing the brunt of inequalities.

Safe drinking water and adequate sanitation form two 
key pillars of a nation’s health. Since young children are 
particularly prone to water-borne diseases, this also 
becomes a matter of life and death. Diarrhoea – primarily 
due to poor water, sanitation and hygiene – remains a 
leading cause of death among children under the age of 
five in Indonesia.

Access to safely managed water and sanitation is 
crucial for disease prevention, in both day-to-day and 
emergency settings, but even expanded access to  
these services is not sufficient if widespread open 
defecation – which is still practiced by 20 million people 
in Indonesia – is not eliminated. 

Disease prevention  
through safe water,  
sanitation and hygiene



The lack of adequate nutrition in childhood 
can result in a cruel life sentence of stunted 
growth, diminished cognitive and mental ability, 
susceptibility to disease, low economic productivity 
and poor reproductive outcomes. Children, 
adolescents and women in Indonesia face a triple 
burden of malnutrition: the co-existing realities 
of undernutrition, micronutrient deficiencies and 
overweight. 

Indonesia has one of the world’s highest rates of 
child wasting – a term used to describe children 
who are too thin for their height because of 
inadequate food intake and frequent infections. At 
the same time, child stunting remains the most 
prevalent form of undernutrition, with more than 
seven million children under five years of age 
stunted, or too short for their age. Nearly half of 
pregnant women are anaemic. Also, overweight and 
obesity are on the rise due to the increasing intake 
of processed and pre-prepared food.

UNICEF’s work in Indonesia aims to reduce 
the triple burden of malnutrition throughout 
the life cycle. Accelerating progress in this area 
requires looking beyond the immediate causes of 
malnutrition to address its structural roots. This 
means engaging with policy and decision-makers, 
communities and the media to focus attention 
on nutrition challenges and their solutions, and 
improving the capacity of national and local 
governments to deliver quality nutrition and care 
services for women and children, especially the 
most vulnerable.

In addition, UNICEF supports the scale-up of 
prevention, early detection and treatment of wasting 
in health facilities and communities. We promote 
breastfeeding from within one hour of birth up to 
two years of age, complementary feeding practices 
for children from six months of age, and adequate 
micronutrient intake to prevent stunting and other 
forms of early childhood malnutrition.

As the rate of obesity increases among adolescents 
and women, UNICEF also works at policy level 
to address the marketing of unhealthy foods 
and formulate behaviour change communication 
campaigns to help adolescents and women make 
healthier food choices.

To this end, UNICEF supports the government’s efforts 
to achieve universal access to water and sanitation 
in communities, schools, health facilities and other 
settings, while also promoting practices such as 
handwashing with soap, as well as menstrual health and 
hygiene. 

UNICEF collaborates with non-traditional partners such 
as zakat organizations, which have proven to stimulate 
and sustain behaviour change within communities. This 
is critical to entrenching new social norms that promote 
higher levels of WASH services and reject the practice of 
open defecation.

The role of partners – including the private sector – is 
fundamental to building a strong market for water, 
sanitation and hygiene goods and services. UNICEF 
facilitates collaboration across different government 
agencies, organizations and businesses as part of 
its work to help ensure that sanitation solutions are 
sustainable and affordable, and that product design and 
services are climate-smart and environmentally sound 
for longer-term sustainability.

Growing up strong  
and healthy



Indonesia currently sits on the cusp of a 
demographic dividend: the limited window  
of time when the population’s age structure  
is the most favourable for accelerated 
economic growth. 

However, without urgent attention to  
ensuring equity and quality in education 
and improving learning outcomes – which 
necessitates removing the disparities of 
gender, geographic location, income and 
disability – the country will not be able to fully 
achieve its demographic dividend.

Despite significant increases in school 
enrolment over the past decade, approximately 
4.2 million children and adolescents aged 
seven to 18 years are still out of school. 
UNICEF supports the implementation of 
the government’s National Strategy on 
Out-of-School Children, which sets out 
programmes for keeping students in school, 
while also providing quality alternative learning 
opportunities for those no longer in school.

Children with disabilities are particularly 
disadvantaged in terms of their right to 
education. Only one third complete junior 
secondary school, which is why UNICEF 
works with the government to improve access 
to, and the quality of, education for children 
with disability.

Quality early childhood education is a critical 
building block for academic success in primary 
and secondary school, hence UNICEF also 
facilitates the scale up of quality early learning 
centres for young children.

Of particular concern is children’s poor learning 
outcomes, with only 30 per cent of 15-year-
old students achieving minimum proficiency 
levels in literacy and numeracy. UNICEF 
provides technical expertise to help improve 
the teaching and learning of basic literacy 
and numeracy, and works with authorities to 
incorporate 21st century skills – such as critical 
thinking, creativity and problem solving – in 
the school curriculum. We also support the 
expansion of digital learning to provide quality 
education content throughout the country.  

Learning and  
leaning forward 



 
UNICEF believes that children should be at the 
centre of the policy agenda and not on its margins. 
For any policy to fulfil its ambition, however, it needs 
to be informed by accurate research and supported 
by sound statistics.

UNICEF’s focus on facts and the provision of up-
to-date data helps policymakers to budget and plan 
equitably, so that public resources are invested to 
better serve children. This necessitates working with 
multiple agencies at sub-national and national levels, 
such as the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Planning 
or the National Institute of Statistics.

At the heart of UNICEF’s work in social policy is the 
goal of reducing child poverty and eradicating the 
spectrum of multi-dimensional poverty that severely 
compromises children’s wellbeing. 

Policies that prioritize the poorest, most hard-to-reach 
children help bring about improved living conditions 
and wellbeing that manifest as better health 
outcomes, access to education, water and sanitation 
and improved protection. 

For children to survive and thrive – especially those 
who are most vulnerable – universal social protection 
and pro-child financing at local and national levels 
must be in place. Similarly, child-sensitive planning 
and budgeting for social protection measures 
during times of emergency are critical to disaster 
preparedness. Given Indonesia’s complex geography 
and vulnerability to disasters, UNICEF leverages 
technology by using real-time data in order to help 
the government to improve service delivery. 

Violence against children in Indonesia is concerning, 
and gender and socio-cultural norms are often used to 
justify harmful practices such as child marriage. Girls 
from poor households and those from rural areas are 
three times more likely to marry before they are 18 
years old. 

Peer-to-peer violence, especially bullying, is 
a challenge, while violence in schools is also 
perpetrated by teachers. Many adults have neither 
the understanding needed nor the skills necessary 
to implement positive discipline. The age of criminal 
responsibility in Indonesia is also low, at just 12 years 
of age. 

Addressing harmful social norms and reducing 
violence against children is central to UNICEF’s work 
in child protection. A major component of these 
efforts sees UNICEF providing technical expertise on 
good practices in institutional, policy and regulatory 
reform – which includes the creation of reporting 
mechanisms that are child and gender-friendly. This 
is key, as social and gender norms adversely affect 
the reporting of sexual violence and other abuse and 
prevent children from seeking help.

Given Indonesia’s high rate of Internet access and 
social media usage among adolescents, UNICEF 
helps to enhance online protection for children and 
supports innovative tools and partnerships – including 
with the private sector – to promote digital safety and 
counter cyberbullying. 

In addition to working closely with the government, 
a critical aspect of UNICEF’s violence reduction 
efforts is the forging of partnerships with religious 
organisations, educational bodies, parents, 
community-based organisations – and with children 
themselves. These efforts aim to promote positive 
parenting, equitable gender norms and empower 
children and adolescents to have a say in matters that 
affect them.

Importantly, UNICEF also prioritizes the capacity-
building of social workers and the decentralization 
of child welfare services to bring social services 
closer to where children live. This includes efforts to 
ensure better protection for children with disabilities 
and those in institutions, as well as prevent family 
separation and identify service providers for 
alternative care.

Protecting children,  
safeguarding the future

Ensuring that policies  
prioritize children



Indonesia sits within the Pacific Ring of Fire, 
the world’s most disaster-prone area marked 
by floods, tsunamis and earthquakes. 

UNICEF provides critical support to the 
government in preparing for disasters. By 
leveraging our vast experience in disaster 
relief work around the world, UNICEF 
helps to ensure that children’s rights in 
emergencies are not compromised.

In conjunction with national authorities, 
UNICEF and its partners see to it that 
children can continue to learn, receive health 
care, access adequate nutrition and safe 
water, sanitation and hygiene services and 
are also safeguarded from exploitation and 
harm. 

UNICEF also focuses on building community 
resilience and reducing vulnerabilities, 
especially for children who are at the 
greatest risk, such as those living in 
inaccessible, remote communities. 
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H O W  W E  W O R K

We support child-focused 
research and develop concrete 
data and evidence to inform 
policy dialogue, as well as design 
programmes that reach the 
poorest and most vulnerable 
children and women.

Using our global expertise, we 
take successful approaches 
from other places in the world 
and adapt them, with our local 
partners, to solve challenges in-
country.

We support innovative 
programming that demonstrates 
a positive impact on the lives of 
children and can be replicated at 
scale to benefit  more children.

On the ground 
before, during and 
after emergencies

Generating 
knowledge

Building  
country capacity

Scaling up  
best practice


